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.Onr Lord Jeſns Chriſt in all bis goings ont with 
Nth; not only opening their purſes, = : 


their very bowels aud bearts, making them ready and Willing to 
ſpend & to be ſpent for you hath given both to your ſelvert5- al the 
world in all ages to come a [ul ey wprd5 0 of. Hei as 
{:[[eneſſe sntegricy fait e nnto Jonadd if you wil not be. 
kk | PLANET their bchalfe,vcirher wonld yeegf 
an Angel from beaver ſhox/dcome 42d witne/s for them. Now the 
God of wiſedome give you to diſcerne betwixt truth, ani erram + 
berwixt pood and evill, friends and enemies, Saints and. Here, * 
ticks: and to bearken ta the wiſe counſellof Gamelic|,a gree Sta- 
ciſt concerning the YeFaries of thoſe tumes:Ats5 35.38, 3 9 
with which { ſhall conclude, tak heed to your {elves what you mn- 
tend to dee a3 touching the/e ynen, refraine fronstheſe wen, and let 
then alane ;for if this counſell or works be of men it Will come te 
"aug by , but if ic be of Godgpee cannot overthrow it leaſt happily 
nee. be. even fannd fighters Aageinfl. God, . vo non 
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Toevery Reader. 


Have endeavoured in this diſcourſe 
& /ofarrt as the © preſent opportunity 
Y and time would girve me leave to un- 
deceive thee : however to hint ont 
Truth and a wayto others, who have 
more leiſure for profecution-s. the 
M42: fileis without quaintneſſe , plaint 
and familiar," that Tmight not ſpeake to the meaneſt 
(for whom I mainly did intend it) as a Barbarian : If 
you pleaſe to caſt your eye upon this word of diſtn- 
fon following, it may give you ſome light for the 
better underſtanding of the whole diſcourſe, and be- 
| ing kept in-me:mory will tu fome meaſure enable thee 
| (fthoubaveany knowledye of thethings of (brift 
_ #5judye of truth and Errour | imreſerence tot he ſe+ 
verali partyes it makes mention of. 
Fx. ; Of their Fow: dation, 


2. I Of their Members. 
A Churchoran 4.( Of their Miniſtry. 
| Aſſembly 
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Aſſembly may be 4 (rf their Dofrine: 
faidtobe true or 5. ):f their Inſtitutions or Or- 
falleinreſpet Sancet, 
6. { of their placing and exerciſe 
of pywer, 


Such Aſſemblies, or - (burches who ba-ve not God 
it Chriſt ſor the. foundation or ubief of their wor= 
ſbip,canin noſence be called true or (briſtian Churs 
ches 6.05 the Turkes. who worſpip Mahomee, (2c. 
And ſuch as: doeday this foundation may, in ſome 

fence be called true or 2(briſtian (hurches, 

\ But then as they depart from:the truth of Serip- 
ture either in their members; miniſtry, doctrints, its 


 ftitutions or. Ordinances, right placing, or exerciſe of, 


power or Hdminiſftr ation of Diſcipline,(if you pleaſe 
foto cal it in any, ſomeor all of thoſe;ſo may they. be). 
faid to be more or leſſe falſe or Antichriſtian, which 
is, 4 building Wood, - bay and. ſtubble upon the 
urdatinn, 6 asby the book of the Reyclatioo, 
i \appeares Antichriſt bath done in all Ages ; all 
which muſt bz deſtroyed with fire, T ſhall make no- 
farther applycation : conſuler what is ſaid, and the: 
Lord give thee underſtanding in all. things. 


is no neW thing under the Sx , but that which 
hath been is at this day, and what is now ſhall 
be afterwards, if God prevent not : under 
baſe and odious names, Perſecation hath in all 


| Phariſees in our <aviours time, ed, that had they lived 
inthe dayes of their fathers. rhey would not have been par- 
takers with them in the blood of the Prophets ; yet theſe ve- 
ry men cruelly perſecuted (and put to death ſome of ) the 
Apoſtles, and Crucified ?e/ww Chrift , who was the Lord, nor 
en of the Prophets, bur of life and glory to0; though he 

imſelf did forewarn them of ir, and ſo brought upon their 
. ownheads all the bloodſhed upon earth, from righteous Abel 
toZacharigs : And I fear that all theſe things are coming up- 
on this Generation ; elſe, what may be the reaſon, that 


DAREH E wiſcit of meer men hath faid it, That there Eccle. 1.9. 


Ages been the Saints portion. The Scribes and Mat. 2 


| whileſtthoſe that are called, and faithfull, and choſen in the ſer.17.14. 
hand, who have been with the Leamb, and who have through 


the power of the Lamb overcome that part of the Beaſt, 
(viz.) that Antichriſtian and Malignant power, that hath ri- 
ſen up againſt them at this rime, in this Nation; whileſt theſe 
 Ikiy, afterall their travell and forrow, in expence of blood 
ad, eſtare, are thinking upon the ſweer fruit” of their long 
endured hardſhips, and hazards, and peace, others have whet 
their tongues ſharper then any two edged ſword, and have 
pt their Yens in the blacknefſe, 7ea, and darknefle of Hell it 
ſklf,continually ſending forth moſt railing and birrer ſpeeches, 
and are thus afreſh - preparing war againſt them : If new 
troubles be not creating for theſe men; what mean thoſe daily 
inveQtive Alarms, (by fuch who are called the Miniſters of 
| C 7e/us 


——_ 


(4) 
Feſws Chrift too) which from Preſſe and Pulpit, arc 
ratled in the ears of our moſt worthy Senators, and other 
ſubordinate Magiſtrates in the Kingdom, incenſing, and'pro- 
voking them, contrary to their own judgements and reaſon, 
againſt ſuch, who by Gods even miraculous bleſsing upon their 
weak endeavours, have been theirs, and the Kingdoms Savi- 
ours : Sometimes daſhing Hell fire in the faces of their con- 
ſciences to fright them (if poſſible) into the ſame perſecuti- 
on and condemnation with themſelves; and then whi 

beſeeching them, as they tender the Bleſſings, Peatgand pro» 
ſperiry af the Natian,.that-they would rife pen indignation. 
againſt rheſe Heretiques, Series, and Schiſmaricks (for fo 
they call them.) the *educers, and deceivers of thepeople- to: 
._- their utter extizpation;. the. old way. of Satan, the grear Se. 
ducer of, the Nations , and allſuch who cleave to this peoſerg 
world, to beſmear, the faithfull and godly. of the land in all. 
ages, with-names.of ignominy.. and reproach, and ſo to fall 
upon them-to their rain and deſtrution.: W.itneffes of which 
Truth, have the prophets been in all Ages, yea, Chriſt hinſe}f 
and his Apoſtles, wich all the faithfull Martyrs to this ye- 
ry-day ;. whoſe accuſations ſtill were, rheſe men are peſtilent 
fellows, moyers of ſedition, ring leaders of Seats, broachers 
of {trange Dodrines ,/ teaching things contrary. to the Law, 
Seducers, ſtirrers up of. the people, drawing lapſe oe 

them, tpeaking againſt C2/ar, troublers of the State, and the, 
like; but the Saints are-in expeRation, that theſe. men, who 
thus reſiſt the people- of God, as ſometimes Janne: & lambres 
withſtood Moſes,ſhall not proceed much farther,& thar{their 
folly thal be made manifeſt to all: For this wicked one,aftd all 
ſuch as at from him and for. him,ſhal the Lord conſume ſhort- 
ly by the Spirit of his mouth,and deſtroy with the brightnefle 
of his coming, as hath inſome meaſure bo fulfilled already 
in our dayes, and ſhall be more and more, till B«by/ox be 
wholly fallen, as a milſtone to the bottom of the Sea, never 
to riſe again any more, and till the Beaft be taken, and with 
him the falſe Prophets, and be caſt alive into the Lake of fire 
burning with Brimſton. If new Gives and Fetters be not con. 
teving for the Saints 3 why are the poor, miſled, and moe 


(5) 
KſCielzens, ſo conſtantly hurried on with moſt tronbleſome 
undunwearied paines to remonſtrare Petition upon Petition, 
andatcontrary to the Priviledges of Parliament, their own 
" intereſts, and the Kingdomes; little dreaming what 'afoun- 
dation:they are laying for their own deftraQion; if affairs be 
aanſaced afrer their defires, numeroufly, and:tumultuory, 
| atdnowformally attending day after day at Weſtminſter , as 
they intended toiforce cho Parihueient ro ſome ynjuſt Laws 
-orOrdinances againft drher men;for fatisfaction of their own 
xarriallJuſts, and others who-concinually inftigate and ſolicite 
then to'this ſervice : Saying in thar hearts, we will not have 
this mantorreign over us, Come let us kilthim and the inherr- 
tance'ſhall-be ours : Let us traduce theſe men, Petition againft 
them, andevery way make rhem vile and” odious rothe Mz- 
piltrates and che People: That now they have ſabtlued rhe 
Enemy for us, we may divide the phees of Honourand Pro- 
feamongſt ourſelves ; paſſionately, and with uncivill langu- 
'2e, every where complaming of them, as*Herericks, Sea. 
þ 694 Schiſmaticks, and ſuch, who though they have ventn- 
4d lives and «ſtates for'their preſervations, yet becaiiſe rhey 
differ,”but ' (ic my be) in ſome'perty circumſtance, .or opt- 
_ monfromthem, muſt be rhoughc unfit ro breath in the fame 
common aire with -rhem ,.and ro enjoy the common privis 
ledgesand liberties of Native Subjets ; though if atiy, they 
hive moſt right untothem , as by birth claiming the ſame 'in- 
rereſtswith others, and'having redeemetthem well nigh loſt, 
bytheir own: proweſſe and valonr in the field. 
But to ſtop the rage of theſe unſtable warers ; For the wa- 
ters upon which che Whore firs, are multitudes and people 3 
mdroſtil-this ont-cry (if poſſible) et us conſider who rheſe 
people arggand whether or no indeed & trath,any ſuch perſons 
maybefound atmoneſt us, who are ſocalled'? | | 
e wilt ftr{t then inquire after the Names themſelves, and 
ſee- ew they hold forth unto us, and what may be con- 
> thence. 
Secondly, We'ſhall prove, thar though the Presbyreriah 
Cimirchies were truly conftitured, and ordered according to 
terule of the Word {avindced they are not.) yer maintain- 
F C 2 ing 


(4) 


ing anyerroureither in j ent or practice, that the reſt of 


the Chriſtians in the Kingdome, who joyne not themſelves to 
them ,. cannot truly zmd-properly be termed Schiſmaticks 
for this. To 
Thirdly, we ſhall clear it ( we hope ) to every reaſonable 
underſtanding. that in caſe theſe names of Hereticks, SeRaries 
and Schiſmaticks be truly to be applied to any perſons in this 
Nation,that themſelves & no others do ſoproperly deſerve that 
name, and that they onely make the rent and diviſion that is 


© amonegſt us:For theſe names we ſhall ſpeak of them accordi 


Mat. 24- 
Luke 11. 


T «ie 


ro-the Scriptures onely, that foundation, upon which if we 
build, we ſhall ſtand faſt like to mount Zies , whichcan- 
not be removed, andfrom which if we turn aſide, we cannot 
but be ſhaken intoduſt, being built upon the quick-ſand of 
every unſtable mans fancy, of whom the holy Ghoſt hath faid, 
P/al.zo0.5. Verily man, yea, every man at his eſtate, his beſt 


_ eſtate is vanity, nay altogether yanity, and that to be laid in 


the balance, he is lighter then vanity ; nay plainly, he is a lie : 
Beware then of men, eſpecially ſuch men (wo be to them) 
who ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt men, Who love 
the uppermoſt ſears at feaſts, V Vho tithe Mint, and Aniſe,and 
Comin, and paſle over judgement, mercy, faith and the love 
of God ; our too much doting upon men hath forced this cx- 
preſſion : to return then, 

Hereſic is a Greek word, having its derivation from 9:6 
which ſignifies tochuſe, ſo that it holds forth in the general! 
no more then the choice of any opinion, cither good or bad : 
So it was uſed amongſt the Heathens , V:r non ſum in eadem 
recum hareſi,i e. opinione, I amnotinthe ſame opinion with 
thee : Learned Paſſor faith, its uſed in a good ſence, A.24. 
14. After the way which men cal Herelie,ſo worſhip I the God 
of my Fathers : the Religion of the Apoſtles appointed by our 
Lord Jeſws Chrs/t, was then called by thoſe who were the 
ſtricteſt profeſiors of that time , the great Rabbies, and Do- 
ors of the People, (but blinde leaders of the blinde 
Hereſie, or a Set 3 | wiſh that now, that which comes. neer 
to C hriſts Inſtitution, and his Apoſtles, were not ſo judged by 
the moſt of men, and thoſe who think themſelves the wiſeit 

| £00; 


(s) 


too: but the world by wiſdome knows not God, and 
this wiſdome is no better then fooliſhneſſe with God : 
You ſee briefly,what the name Keretick Imperts;the choice of 
an opinion not generally received ; Though ſometimes it 
falls out to be the rruth, even the truth it ſelfe, the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, even Chrilt himſelf. 
\ The next word, which is Sea, whence comes the common 
name Series, a word now ſo much inuſe; and this is no 
other, then che Latine of the former Greek word, made into 
Engliſh, as you may ſee, eAts 5.17. Chap. 15-5. Andelſe- 
where, where you finde mention made of the Sedts of the 
Saduces and Phariſees ; and the Originall word is ſtill dan; 
the Hereſic of che Sedures and Phariſees, and ſo in the place 
fore quoted, A#s 24 14. the choiſe of Chriſt, and the true 
chriſtian Religion is called a Hereſie; ſo that theſe two words 
fignifie but one and the ſame thing, only one-is the Greek 
Word,and the other is the Latine oft, as you may ſee further 
inthe 1 Cor, 11.18,19. Which placel alleadge , that we may 
finde out fully the meaning of the laſt word which is ©chiſme, 
& hath its Etymologie from the Greck word iow, Finds, to 
cleave, or rent aſunder, as you may finde it uſed in Matth, 9. 
16. Chap. 27.51. Lake 5.26. and many other places, ſo thar 
Schilme is properly a ſeperation or diviſion in a body, whoſe 
arts were before united, and in bug An ſignification 
holds forth a diviſion, or diſcention in Judgement, or opini- 
on from others in what was before Eh. and maintained 


: . Jn with them; there muſt be a Vnion or ConjunQton 


[fore this prong and diviſion, according to the true and 
paper ſenſe of the word, or elſe it cannot be a'Schiſme ; the 

Il underſtanding ofthe word you may have in lokrn 7 43. 
and 10.19. compared with 1 Cor. 11. 18 19, the two faſt 
texts tels us there was a diviſion among the people : and in 
the laſt the tearms Hereſie,*e&; and <chiſme, are uſed promiſ- 
cuouſſy, and ſeem to fignifie but the ſame thing, as in ver. 18. 
Theare there are Schiſmes among you. andI partly beleeve it ; 
and in the 19. the Apoſtle renders the reaſon of this beliefe ; 
for there muſt be Hereſies, or Sects; or it muſt be ſo, for this 


cauſe, thar thoſe that are approved may be made manikclt : 
v0 


RR ----. 
Sp here you have a together, and hojd out butthe very fame 
Rs or art moſt, Folge. is the cauſe, and'the other the &ffeR,; 
becauſe the choice of *ay opinion differing from others, is 


oft, and'harh beer an occaſion to thoſe that entertain thar g- 


pihion, to'tivde from 'others in theit” practife :* alſo thus 
Hereſie hath uſually inthe ordinarie ſenſe of men, referred ro 
the Judgment, and *thifme ro thepradtile, 

And 'becaufe the Churches of the New Teſtament were every 
way trac and found, both in rel of their Foundation, 
Members, Miniſtry, Do&rines, Inſtitutions, and Cenſures, in 
their primitive Apoſtolicall planting, therefore thoſe that 
were once joynedto them, and then choſe out any opinion 
ro themſelves, differing from them, and upon that opinion 
made a diviſion andſeperation in theit pradtiſe, were in the 
rrue genuine fignification of 'the words, truly and properly 
Herericks and Schiſmaticks ſo called: bur becauſe the Churches 
of Tetus Chriſt traight aftex,& even in'the Apoſtles timebe- 
gun'ro decline from their firſt pariry, & every way, & to wax 
worſe and worſe, till the man of ſin, mentioned, 2 Thef. 2.3, 
6. came fully to be revealed, which harh now been for many 
hnndred of yearey, thereforeſach conld not be Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks :»who after the Apoſtles time, 'and* in fucceed - 
mg ages tookup x; which were contrary both to the 
Do&trine and Fraftiſe of thoſe declining Churches ; which 
were nowno longer the tre Churches of Iefus Chriſt, ac- 
cording totheir origmall Tnſtitucion, - and Plantation, but 
the'falte and faigned Churches of Antichriſt, which were to 
ſucceed and comein the room and ſtead of rhe true ones, as is 


cleare by the whole book of theRevelations, which is main- '_ 
ly a propheticall "Hiſtory, and Narrative of the Riſe, Reign, 
and Ruine of Antichriſt; where you may ſee how large Ri h 


Tertitories are, & how far his power reachech, eſpecially in 
that Text of Rev. 1.3.where it it faid ver. 3. thar all the world 
wondered after the Beaſt ; and ver. 8. All that dwell on the 
carth.ſhafl worſhip him, whoſe namesare not written in the 
Eambsbook of life. And beb114 theſe nam are” the men who 
inall ages have been accounted the Hereticks, Seaties, and 
Schilmaricks of the times ; An rheſe names are they, Who are 


/o 


—— a 
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LY (7). 

ſarfteamed at this very day ; 25 is moſt 1evidentito. ſuch; whoſe 
eyesare' anointed with the eye falve of the ſpicitof God, tg 

diſcern of things that differ, in reference. to the preſent. ; 

wherein they. live , which is confirmed every day by thoſe w 
docome after them ; ſo were the FaHerſes reckoned intheir 
times; the Wick/evites, our own country men. in their gene- 
ration; the Huſſites, and..the Ferman Lztherans intheirs, all 
elteemed, and Nicknamed. Hereticks and <chiſmaticks by the 
people of that age in- which they, lived, but have beer even 
ever Juſtified by the ſuceceding generations more and: more; 
as being ſuch who have been enlightenedto depart from the 
errours of thoſe times, and. have revived, and uncovered ſome 
remnantsand ſparks of: divine Light and trath, which had 
been raked. up in the Aſhes. of the filrhy. Abominations, Su- 
perſtitions, and Traditions of that Antichriſt, the Church of 
Rome: and here by the way obſervewho they are, and whoſe 
Poyſon it. is; even of the Divell and Antichriſt, that men blaſ- 
phemers;truly.ſo called, ſpit out daily againſt New L5e bt, not. 
that it. is' af HTS but the old Light and Truth newly 
diſcovered again, and cleared from thoſe: foggs and miſts , 
which aroſe our of the bottomlefle Pit ; happy is it for thoſe 
men,if they ſin of weakneſs,it.may be forgiven ; but if of Ma- 
lice or Wiltulneſſe;let them-remember,that all fin and Blaſphes 
my ſhall be forgiven, but the blaſphemy againſt the Spirirt(the 
Spirit of Light and Truth, by which Chei enlighteneth every 
onethat comes into the world)ſhall never be forgiven neithec 

in this life,nor that to come:s e.not at all: Near country-men, 
conſider that the Myſtery of iniquity was not at his ful heighth | 
prefencly, nor did the man of {1n. grow up to his full age in a 
tle time :. neither was Materiall nor Antichriftian Rome 
built in one day (as it is in the Proverb..) | 
It was the work of many generations to eſtabliſh the throne 
of Antichriſt ; and it will require no ſmall time to unthrone 
him againe ; the ſtones of this Babel! muſt be pulled down, 
not all rogether,but one after another: there are 7. ſeverall 
iu have their7.ſeverall Vialls ro powre-out for the 
ion of the Beaſt Rev. 16. and theſe all have their 
_ krerall times wherein to effeR their works ; and as divers a- 
es 


Rev. 9. 2. 


Objeft, 


(8) 
pes before us, have had their Chair in this ſervice ; we alſo 
in our generation muſt have ours, and that not. the leaſt, 
though probably ir may be the laſt, clſe moſt (if not all) who 
have laboured 'to unfold this Myſterie, have been deceived, 
though very much of it be yet undiſtovered to the moſt : now 
if wee look at the manner of his deſtruction, the Apoſtle tels 
us, 2 Theſſ.2. It ſhallbe by the ſpirit of the mouth of Chriſt, 
and the brightneſſe of his comming: the Spirit and the Light 
arc all togerher Inſtruments in the hand of Chriſt, to bring to 
paſſe this great deſtrution; and whoever ſpeakes againſt 
the one muſt blaſpheme the orher : Ler thoſe men then, who 
boaſt of the Spirit, beware how they reproach the Light, 


teaſt rhey grieve the holy ſpirit of God in others, and quench 


it in themſelves ; which is believed ro be done in ſome of them 
already, their abilities'being blaſted , in regard of what they 
have been heretofore : I have inſiſted awhile in opening of 
rheſe Names,that men may ſee how improbable(ifnot impoſ- 


" fible) it is, thar thoſe men who were bur a few years ſince the 


grcateſt C hampions, againſt Biſhops, Crofle, Surplifſe, and 
Altar-worſhip, and fach things as are now generally ſworn 
againſt, as Antichriſtian, and after this day the higheſt op- 

ofers of Antichriſt in this Kingdome, in the remainders of 
Fam, thoſe that were formerly lookt on as the great Puritans, 
and non Conformiſts, the tearmes of reproach rhen in uſe; 
how unlikely I fay is it, that theſe very men ſhould be now 
curned Hereticks, Series, andSchiſmaticks, any other then 


- whar they then were, after they have fo fairhfully ſerved the 


Parliament in this great cauſe of Religion and Liberty, with 
the lofle of blood and eſtate: they are indeed fuch Hereticks 
&c. #5 they before mentioned, who have in all ages«oppoſed 
the wayes of the man of fin in his Erroncous DodQtrinds and 
raQtiſes of Tdolatry, and Superſtitions, and no other, which 
all be further manifeſted in che enſuing diſcourſe3yer before 
I paſſe ro the ſecond thing, give me leave to anſwer an Ob» 
jection, which may be framed thus : | 
It thoſe that are called H-rericks, &-. be no other then ſuch 
as have oppoſed Ant:chriit jn all ages then you ſeem to con- 


" found our Churches, with that of rhe Church of Rome, 


and 


——_—— 


—— 
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1 and how weak this aſſertion is, who ſees not, when we are ſo 


long.fince departed from her, and are therefore hated by her, 


 andare our ſelves deemed ro be Hereticks and Schiſmaticks 
- forthis; in her account. | | 
True it is, there hath been in many things a departure from 4»/w. 


the Church of Reme , wherein ſhe is erronious, and amo 
them England hath had a ſhare, bur there are yet many things 


wherein ſhe agrees with her,the extirpationof ſome of which 


hath too lately coſt her dear,; and ſhe will be;ſooner or later 
at farther expence, and charge in the ſame kinde 3 for the eaſt». 
ing out of thoſe other things that remain amongſt us., if Jeſus 
Chriſt by the wiſdom and tendernefle of this Parliament, or 
otherwiſe finde not out ſome expedient for. prevention. 


Bur you will ſay, theſe are but words, if there be ſuch things. © ef. 


indeed, diſcover them; we are upon a Reformation. and have 
engaged our ſelves by Solemn Covenant, each oneto go be- 
fore another in the example of a reall Retormation, in all du- 
ties we owe to God and man. 


fit be ſo, Solomon tels you its better not-to vow;then (ha- An/W. 


ving. vowed ) not to perform; remember the invocations and 
ateſtations of the great God, as the ſearcher of all hearts for 
your performance, and for your help herein ; and for Anfwer 
of this-Queſtion,” I ſhall inſiſt onely, 1n one particular, which 
3 a fountain, if you will follow , will:run out//mnto' many 
ſtreams, and doth ina mannercomainin it allthe reſt; and'ir 
1s this, 4 Spirit and pronciple of perſecution, Contrary-to-the 
reat command of e/#s (hrift, which he-calls*the- Royall- 
aw.of /ove, and to the great duty of! Chriſtzans;: /ove, 
which 15 termed the fulfilling of the Law, by this faith Chriſt, . 
ſhall men know ye are my, diſciples : 5.e. Reall Chriſtians, if ye 
love one another, this is the duty which in yo men i5\every: 


' Where prefled, and was lighted and neglected generally by 
 alldefore our troubles and ſorrows came uponus ; the want 


of thes was the true cauſe of that bitter and cruell,perſecution 
ol the godly, in regard of their conſciences, by the Biſhops 
and their adherents in their Popiſh and Antichriſtian C ourts 
of High Commiſſion, C ommiflaries, and Chancellors ; and 
the want of this /ove, was the cauſe too of our oppreſſions 

D in 


(10) 
in our eſtates in the other Courts of the Kingdom, (both le- 
zalland illegal) fo char all theſe were rurned into pall and 
wormwood, and our Lawsby wreſting of them, were in ſtead 


of remedies, no better then nets and ſnares unto us, and the 


faccher men went this way commonly, the more were they in- 
ſaared, and entangled. | 

Bur you will fay, theſe Courts are now removed with their 
jadges, there is now no more fear of theſe, theſe yokes 
are taken from off our necks, wherefore do you yer 
complain ? 

I anfwer, Though we have fought, and ſworn down Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, with all their rabble and dependents, and 
ſo are likely to receive no further damage by them, and theſe 
yokes which they created for us are caſt away ; yer if the ſame 
Spirit and principle remain within us and amongſt us, it will 
aQrhe ſame things, though in another form and ſhape, and 
Perſecurions, Fines, and Imprifonments, to the utter ruin of 
Families, ſhall yet be the portion of the Saints in this King- 
dom, the beginnings whereof, as they are felt by ſome alrea- 
dy, ſo are they feared almoſt by all, and are too viſtble to cve- 
ry diſcerning eye + And if you yer further demand of we 
what this Spirit and Princepte is, which will thus manifeſt it 
ſelf ro-the perſecucion and deſtrudtion: of the innocent and 
faichfull in this Kingdoms | 

I anſwer, It is that very ſpirit of Satan and Antichriſt met 
conty ary tothe Goſpel ſpirit of love, which is deſcribed by the 
Apoſtle in-2 Theſ.2.4.which is yer remaining amongſt us,even 
this, chat ſome of the ſons of men, fir 2s God in the Temple 
of God, exalting themſelves above all that is called God, or 
is worſhipped : Every Saint is a Temple of the living God, 
2 Cor .6.10. Whoever then, whether a particular perſon, or a 
colletive body m this temple exatts himſelf above God, or 
that which is worſhipped, which is nothing e{ſe but God, for 
God only is to be worſhipped; th# w rbe Antichriſt - the' 
meaning is, when God hath given Commands, Rules, and Di» 
_ reQions in his word to thoſe that are hisin leſws Chriſt for 
his worſhip and' ſervice ,, and leſws Chreft hath ſent his ſpirt 
into their hearts toperfwade them of the force of theſe __ 

| mands, 


4 


—— 


| He another. This is Po 


_ the 


" (1x) 
mands; and of the manner of this 


(For his 

hear his voice, and will not follow a ſtranger; ) ef there be any 
man, ſort, or rank of men Whatever, that take upon them to 
jadge of theſe commands, and to interpret theſe rakes for 6- 
thers, ſo as ro enforce obedience from orhers to their inrer- 
pretations : this 1 conceive is the Antichriſt, who firs as God 


mthe Temple of God, [the Spirits and conſtiences of men ) 
and fo exaſts himſe!f above all that is called God,or worſhip- 
ped, 5.e. will be obeyed in the place, and ſtead of God, and 
above him, God commanding "= thing tothe hear 

, and the very topof all Popery, 
the very life, blood, a Dy that runs through the whole 
body of it : for what wakes the Pope but ths, that he takes 
upon himſelf , to be the infallible Interpreter, and judge of 
Seriptwyer, and all the Papiſts that do not acknowledge 
kim ſo to be, yer place this Infallability ſome whete, either 


 intheChurck, or ina Generall Counſell, and when that can- 


not be had, rhe P. 
it, fothat the Papiſts do all of them, 
of judgement , and interpretation of t 


with his Conſiſtory , are in the place of 
rofeſſe an i»fallibiliry 
Scriptures, and this 


Toh. 20, 
45- 


2 Thef. 
2 4. 


makes them to impoſe upon men according to their own plea- 


fure, yet with ſome ſhew of truth and reaſon. 

But for other men among ſt 4 , who do intheir own words 
deny this infallibility of interpretation , and yet to impoſe up- 
onothers what they do int t, asif chey were ivfallible ; 
{tis in it ſelf ridiculous, fo is it in my thonghts an aggrava- 
gion of the crime, and makes it more Antiobritian wn thes, 
then in the Pope himſelf ; who peradveriture aQts in this 
according to what he holds, bur theſe, juſt contrary te what 
themſelves believe, and profeſle. 
 Tcould tell you of a people, who deny themſelves infal- 
lible, yer uſe to determine all their Eccleftaſticall controver- 
lies, and they are very large ( for 1» Ordine ad Spiritualsa,i.c. 
in*reference to the Church they can take in much) by a 
Nationall Aſſembly, and in a vacancy of that, by a Committee 
ot Commiſſioners choſen from amongſt them, with a Chair- 
man, or a Conſiſtory rather, anſwering that of the Cardinals 


mththe Pope,co whom if obedience be not yiclded, procefſe 
D 2 Ww-- 


Ier.7.4- 
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; 4s made'to Excommunication, and after that to confiſcation, 
 baniſhment; and death ; whethet this copy do not anſwer the 


originall pattern at Reme, you that know, judge, and tell me, 
ifit be nor as like it, as +ymm #42, and one apple to another ; 
Now if this be that Reformation which men lo carneſtly pur. 
ſuc,that which is the very /pir4r,lsfe,c5-/ol of Popery,which hath 
given denomination and beg to it,'by which ithath grown up, 
and come to his full height & ſtrength, by whichirt is upheld to 
this very day,whereby it _ into the world all its Heretis 
call & bellich doctrines all its damnable & Paganiſh idolatries, 
all irs apiſh & childi{h Fopperies,{. eremonies, & Superſtitions, 
and from which is aedalluts cruel burnings,hangings impriſo- 
nings,murthers,maſlacres,Rebellions, Treaſons, Yowder- plots, 
and what ever men can call deteſtable and Deviliſh. If i fay 
this ſpirit muſt yet be kept amongſt us, put it into what form 


- or beautifull ſhape you pleaſe, call it by wkat name you will, 


let it aR out under whar notion of Religion, or Reformation 
you can imagine, it is the ſame Antichriſt (till, & no other: And 
now fellow Covenanters, I think it is time-for us to lay our 
hands upon our hearts, and conſider, where we are, what we 
are doing. and. wherher we are going, if inſtead of having 
our faces Sion ward, we be not poſting back again to Rome, 
though not in the old road. If it be ſo. (as alas, it is too true) 
be not deceived, God is not mocked ; its not crying , the 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, Reformarion, 
Government, upprefſing Sets and Hereſies, theſe vain words 
will not ſave us,. while{t we foment this ſpirit of Antichriſt, 
this principle of hatred, perſecution,& diviſion in one another, 
that ſome of us mult judge for our ſelves, and others too in 
the things of © hriſt, that we muſt interpret the word, as if we 
were infallible, (when we acknowledge we are nor fo) and 
muſt impoſe onr on fallible'ſences, and inrerpretations. up'n 
ethers; and.in caſe of nen- Conformiry, mult force obedicnce 
from them: whileſt we thus bite, and devour one another, 
let us take heed that we be nor devoured one of another, this 
Reformation 1s not after the Go/pel ; God is love, and he that 
dwels in love. dwels in God, and God in him ; and Chriſt fo 
loved us, as to lay down his life for us, leaving us anexample, 
that 


13 
that we-alſo ought to lay down our lives for the brethren, and 
. not-to take away the lives of the brethren becauſe they differ 
from us.; our Lord 7e/# Chriſt and his Miniſters are of ano- 
ther minde all the New Teſtament over ; the weapons of our 
warfape, daith St. Pawl are not carnall, but mighty through 
God, and not throngh-the arme of. fleſh: So; 2 Tim. 2, 24, 
25..the ſervants of the Lord muſt not ſtrive-but be gentle un- 
toall men, patient, ' with meekneſſe _inſtrufting them that 
oppoſe themſelves, if God- peradyenture will give them re- 
pentance-;/ And. T5t.3.2. ſhewing all meekneſle to all men 
look alſo-into the 14. chap. of the Romans; and you ſhall ſee 
of what different. judgement and practiſes, the Saints were 
therez. as they held contradiQtions, ſo did they pratifſe them 
too, one would eat,another would nor eat; one would regard 
aday, and he did this tothe Lord, s.e. Becauſe he was per- 
faded the Lord chad ſo Commanded , another would not 
regard a day, and he did this to the Lord too, being perſwa- 
ded the Lord required no ſuch obſervations;friends here were 
contradictions amongſt Saints, in things of the higheſt na- 
rure, in-point of Worſhip; moſt of the old Puritans, and non- 
Conformiſts of this Kingdom, know well what it «s to keep or 
regard a day;they can tell you that the molt ſpirituall worſhip, 


2 Cor.10,4 


and the higheſt and chiefeſt ſervice of Teſus Chrilt, was concer- 


ned in it, and was meant by' it; It was ſurely no-indifferent 
thing, as we have been perſwaded to. believe, matters of re- 
on” cogniſance were contained in it, the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
of it, as-done unto the Lord, mcn obſerving, or not obſerving, 
asconſcious of that duty, which the Lord had enzoyned them, 
or of that liberty wherewith Ieſus Chriſt had made them free ; 
Now what is the Apoſtles councel in this controverlie,doth he 
adviſe to cenſuring,condemning,tining,Impriſoning,or killing 
one another ; no- ſuch thing, but. the contrary : let not the 
weak Judge the: ſtrong, and let not the ſtrong delpile the 
weak, Chap 14. ver. 3. which he confirms with ſeverall rea- 
ſons,every man ſtands or fals to his own maſter, ver. 4. ac- 
cording to that of our Saviour Chriſt, Math 23. 8. call no 
man Rabbi, for one is your maſter, and all ye are brethren ; 


and ver. 10, we ſhall all ſtand before the Judgement Seat of 
| Chrilt; 


(243) 
Chrift ; and rhen ver. 1 every oneſhall give an acconnt of 
himſelf ro Godz and Chap. 15. 1. The ftrong oughr to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and not plraſe th : 
and ver. 2. let every one pleaſe thus rv me for pood toe. 
 dificarion, which he backs with this inforcing reaſon, ver, y. 
for even Chrilt pleaſed nor himſelf, and rhe concluſion of the 
whole matteris this, vet.7. Wherefore receive you one ane- 
ther, as (brift alſoreceived us to the glory of bus Father; if 
Chriſt love, receive, and imbrace you, although of differi 
Judgemetts and praftifes ; go ye anddlo likewiſe, do ye love, 
receive, and imbrace each other. Theſe Scriptures are full, 
and if opened, would ſpin the thred of my diſcourſe 
then I intended 3 but there is very much in them, if the Lord 
would pive us an underſtanding that we might belceve theme 
Friends, they are our Goſpell, and I ſhall leave them with 
you as thoſe which ſhall one day riſe up in Judgement a- 
g4inſt fach as have imbraced them, and yet walk contrary to 
what they report unto us. Undoabtedly the meanes that 
Chriſt hath appoynted to propagate his Gi and to ad- 
vance lis Kingdome, s the ſword of the Spiris, and not the 
word of Steele; by this it is that Antichriſt hath fo | 
is dominions, 25 you may fee, Revel. 13. 7. and 
heare his Doom, which ſhall ſurely be accompliſhed on kim, 
and all ſuchroo, as in this kind take part with him, ver. 10, he 
that leads into Captrvity, mult go into Captivity ; and he that 
kits with the fword, muſt be killed with the ſword ; here is 
the patience and faith of the Saints, according to thar of our 
<aviour, Math, 26.52. they that take the ſword, ſhall periſh 
by the ſword ; and before I ſhall paſſe from this, 1 beſeech 
you,as you tender the comming of leſus Chriſt his Kingdom, 
which you daily pray for; and the peace and welfare of this 
your own native Kingdome where you live, that you would 
ſeriouſly conſider with your ſelves, whether this uſurparion of 
power over the bodies of the Saints, in reſpeR of ſpirituall. 
things, (as Antichriſt himſelfhath done in all ages) may not: 
be rhe true and adequate cauſe, why the Lord hath ſuffered 
the ſword to baths it ſelf in blood, and to make ir ſelfe 
& wnh_with the blood of the ſlain in theſe parts for divers. 
yeares 


(15) 
es paſt, and for many more in the parts beyond the ſeas; 

rage 6. have ſhed the blood of berbn and Pro- 

 phets,and thou haſt given them blood ro drink, for they are 

| worthy t and what improbadiliry is there of Peace amon 

us, whileſt this devilliſh ſpirit of hatred and perſecution ( f 

the devill was a martherer from the beginning) which hath 


Fe onouried and maintained by us? 
And foIcome to the ſecond Point, wherein I ſhall be brief, 
which is : 


en Antichriſt bis denomination, Life, and being, doth yet 3. Rev. g, » 


That thongh the Presbyterian Churches were truly conftiru- 2, Poxe. 


ted and rs _— to the rule of the word (as indeed 
are not Yyert maintaining any errour either in judgement, 
ley that che reſt of the Chriſtians in the Kingdom: 
who joyn not themſelves ro them, cannot truly and property 
de termed Schiſmaricks for this. = 
"Thave cold you formerly in this diſcourſe, whileſt I opened 
1 pme ae: that | porn m_ rrue natnre of rhe 
z Sebs ifies a diſ- wnion, doviſion , Ay gr a, aſuns 
tr "omg tn portelr Aus ey bs loa body : Let us 
wu A: own ſe in hand, and —_— EI elfe 
2an ,or ratron in judgement and prac r- 
fons from forme Church or body , to which they were before 
miteds and when I pray was it that thoſe who are nowcat- 
kd Hereticks, Selbaries, and Schifmaricks,were joyned toge— 
ther in a body with thoſe who are termed Pre:byterians, and 
who put theſe names upon them ? Who can with any face af- 
firm that ever theſe men were members of any Prerbyrerian 
Churches in this Kingdom of England, or ever had union or 
, Ommunion with chem as ſuch ? Now can they then be ſaid to 
make a Schifme or ſeparation, to part away,or divide afunder 
from them z who knows not, that they are bwt of yeſterday, if 
forhey may be faid ro have yet any being to this day,ſome few 
maybe thofied together after a faſtyon here in this great 
City, bur few or none elſe, thronghout the Kingdom, and 
who (47 a10oy $5 that —_ theſe men, who are thus 
teproached by them, were ſach as rhey are in their opimon 
adpraftiſes long before there was any noiſe, hope , or ex- 
” pectation 


——_—— 
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I aflert farther,there is a neceſſity berein of ſeperation from thers : 


(16) 


peQation of any Prezbyterian Government or Churches tobs 


erected in this Kingdom. ! +;/; a9. 
... ObjeFt. Neither will it helpithem to ſay they were Members 


of the Church of Englandin the Biſhops times,and the Church 
conſiſts of the ſame Members (till, Es 

«As. Burt: its notoriouſly known, that many of them were 
not ſo, having long before diſcovered filthinefle in her hires, 
and if > anky. common abjuration of thoſe Otficers, Offices, 
and wayes, the fame filrhineſſe;. Tyranny, , Superſtition,. &c, 
being generally by Diſcourſes, Conferences, Arguments, De- 
bates, ww Ordinances, and -Oaths made known to many 


' more, they have according to their Proteſtations, and Coye« 


nants forſaken thoſe wayes, and are come up farther in a Re+ 
formation then the common lighrof-the. State will yet reach 
to, - whoſhall lay this as a crime unto their charge, when as 
the higher powers, through a ſpeciall hand of Providence en- 
gaging. men.in'a ſolemn Covenant for Reformation, haye ne- 
ceſſarily-forced them, hereunto? Ea y th 
1 anſwer, if, the Members be fach (as indeed it is too true) 
this cannot but be a Juſt cauſe of breaking from them, though 
men for ſuch a ſeparation,ought not tobe termed Schiſmaticks 
(for Schiſme is alwayes a cauflefle: ſeperation ) whillt they de- 
part rather. from their corruptions, then their Communionz 
eing ready t0Joyn.withthem.in ſuch ads. of Piety, wherein 
they are nor obliged to profeſſe or praQtiſe, what they are 
perſwaded is Eronequs 3 but I conclude this argument with 
this Aﬀertion : | , | 
That to leave the Church, and. to leave the externall Coms 
munion of a Presbyterian Church, is not one and the ſame, but 
two diſtinct things: the firſt is done by ceafivg to be a Member 
of the Church,. s. e. by ceaſing to have thoſe. requiſites which 
make & conſtitute a man a Member of it,{ viz. )}Faith and obes 
dience: the ſecond by refuſing. to communicate with ſuch a 
Church in her publike worſhip and ſervice of God : I affrme 
this as. a certain and undoubted truth , that. there # no neceſ< 
ſity of communicating with true Believers in evil attion';, 
when.men are Convinced, know,and believe they are ſo; nay 
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and meti may wichout ſcruple, forſake and renounce the res 
ceiving and praftiſe of ſome opinions and obſeryances, the 
which your Churches hold, and in whichthey do communicate, 
| but Emaintain, that this is done without Herefie or Schiſme; 
becauſe they have cauſe to do ſo, and no man can have cauſe 
| tobe a Heretickor Schiſmatick ; and ſo 1 paſſe to.the third 
) Poſition, which is: 
| That incaſe the name of SeAaries & Schiſmaticks be truly ap- 3. Point: 
plicable ro any perſons in this Nation , that themſelves and 
no others can ſo properly deſerve that name ; and that they 
only make the rent and diviſion that is amongſt us3 my rea- 
ſon is, becauſe theſe men endeavour to force and compell 0- 
thersro the opinion and praiſe of ſuch tenants, as them- 
ſelves maintain for true, when others are convinced” they are 
falſe ; a thing themſelves did laetly much complaine againſt, 
and which was hatefull and dereſtable in the old Epiſcopacy, 
buris ofa ſudden grown very laudable, and fovely in our new 
f Probyterie; 1 ſhall hold forth this truth in theſe two Aﬀer- 
tions, which I (hall =_ as Bul-warks, to defend theſe poor 
harmleſſe Series, from all the force the Prozbyterian enp- 
wy can raiſe againſt rhem. 
I; That not every ſeparation, but onely a cauſleſſe or need» 
leſe ſeparation from the exrernall Communion of any 
Church 15 the fin of Schiſme, | 7 
if this Poſition be not ſound, there can be no juſtification 
of the Proteſtants ſeparation from the Church of Rome, nor 
of thoſe eminent Saints, who have in all Ages born witnefſe 
mow the errours of that —_ , 
2, That Antichriftian ſpirit inciple of perſecution, which 
| makes ſome men ro mart ed abou; iader Loxrecy a neceſ- 
ty of pro known errours, and praiſing known cor- 
ruptions,is a ſufficient, juſt,& neceſſary cauſe of feparation,and* 
that this is the cauſe which Proteſtants alledge, to juſtifie their 
ſeparation from the Church of Rewe : now that divers things 
— by the Prerbyterian Churches ars errors,known ſo to 
tothoſe that depart from them: None without the high- . 
breach of charity'can deny , nor with lefſe impudency af- 
frmthey endeavour not that orhers ſhould believe the ſame, : 
. or ſuffer, Ss Al 
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. All that men forſake-inthem igonely the beliefe, pratiſe, 
and profeilion of their errors « And for mennot to forſake 
i imopeſſible, and not to forlake the protts/e avd profeſſion of. 
them,is dawne«ble bypoeraſie. Let them free their Churches from; 
requiring the belief, praciſe, or profeſſion of any errour, oe- 
wherher they will or no, they muſt free ſuch as depart from: 


- .them, from being Schiſtyaticks t for Schiſm there cannot be in 


leavirig their communion; wilefſe men were obliged to contis: 
nue in it; And mes cannot be obliged by wes, bur to what ei- 
ther formally or virtually he & oblaged by God: For all jult power 
is from Cod + God theeternall Truch, acither can nor will: 
oblige us to; believe the denſt, and the moſt ionacrens faljoud, to: 
be, irwthþ; thats, 5 ere: nor to.profefſe « known error, 
which is 19 die Thus you ſee! that whilelt they require the bes: 
hef, practle, 'or. profeſſion of aty'crrour amongſt the con» 
ditions of their Communion;the obligation of mens commu« 
nicdting withrhem-ccaleth, and ſorche 1capucarion of.Schilme,. 
and the v4m4rof Herericks and Seto itrvaniſh into-noching,” 
bur lie heavy. upon: themieives far - making mens ſeparation,” 
juſt and neceſſary, by requiring unneceflary, :and unlawfull- 
conditions of 'theig </ommuniion ;:erther lerchemprove then, 
that they erre ner at ell, or forbare.thofe odious names, or at! 
leaſt apply them rightly (as they ought!) toithemielves/' -::/. 
If. men woald-be 4bemfelves, and would be contenr-that:0- 
theres ſhould be fo inthe choice of their Religion, the er pants) 
of 'God, and-net of men ; ih they would allow that the way t0' 
Heaven is no narrower now; then Chriſt left-it; -if-all men” 
that, be eye the Sctiptures,* would free themſelves from pre- 
judicc, and-padlion, and fincerely. endeavour totinde:out the” 
' true ſence of! them, ve according tothem, and requre no 
more of others, but to do fo: who doth nor ſee ( faith all ve 
cefſary traths arc plainly and evidently fer down in Scripruce)” 
there. would bf neceitiey-beamongſtall wen, inall things ne 
celſapy, nity po rms love, wid a (pirit of murndl” 
roltration; By which: means ail ;Sohrſme and Herefie would 
be baniſhed the worid;and thoſe wretched contentions, which 
naw rend and tear in: pieces, got the coat; but the a 
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| and Bowels of Chriſt(which mutual Pride & epi, 


killing, and damning, would fain make mortall) ſhould 
dily reccive a moſt bleſſed concluſion : By this? means. ay 
ſhould the Lord be one,' and his name one in the Nations, 
Which onexeſſe is not meanit of any outward formzbut of the 
enne(ſe of love, and affection in the' ſpirit: Doubtleſſe, at 
this day, the moſt vehement Accuſers, are the greatelt Sehife 
mitichs, and thoſe who talk of Uniformity, do drive at Ty- 
rannie, and will have peace with none , but their flayes 
andvaſſels. = 

a lare learned Antagoniſt of the Chutch of Rome, ( and 
| thar whileſt the Prelates were in their pride) it was truly faid, 
Nothing is more againſt Religion , thent £6'force Religion, 
Humane vielence may make men counrerfeir, bur cannot make 
thew believe and is good for nothing, but ro'breed form ar 
oitand* Hr bes/av within, ' Befides, if-this means of -- 
ments embrace any Religion, were generally uſed,as if it m 
de-jaſtly-uſed in any place by thoſe g Armor pewer, and thi 
thiy have Tr wrb: Certainly, it cannot with reaſon be i denied: 
but that it may be fed inevery place, by thoſe that have pos 
Wo af wait is they, and think they Have ruth 4s well 4s they, 
what conſ4 I the maintenance prrbaps of ryurb, bur 
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ſelyes againſt ir as Antichriſtian', and a Common exemy #0 
all theſe. | 

Li that know there isa King of Kings,by whoſe will and 
pleaſure Kingdoms ſtand and tall, they know. that to-no 
King, or State, any thing can be proficable, which is unjuſts 
(our experiment is £00 neer us at this day ; The defolations 
of our State are witneſles hereof,) and that nothing can he 
more evidently unjuſt, rhen to force weak by the profe(- 
fion of a Religion, which they belceve not, to looſe their own 

"eternal! happineſle, leaſt they looſe their. temporalli E- . 
ſtares and quietneffe ,; there being} no _ to any 
fate from any mans opinion ; wnleſſs (uch,by which doſebedienc 
20 authority, or impiety 5s taxght : | unleſſe this bloody Doftring 
be joyned withit, that it is lawfull for the Magiſtrate by bu- 
wane violence, to enforce men to bis own Religion ; Oh let not 
our Magiſtrates in this, take part with the ſcarlet whore,who 
for many Ages hath daily ſacrificed thouſands of poor 
innocent Chriſtians, under oe name of Heretichs, Sefterie, 

c 


and Sebiſmaricks : Do , if our Lord Jeſus Chriſt him- 
{elf would have ſubmitted to the « ions and interpreta- 


tions oy pens age: 9g Trees hag cone iven = 
upon t ey had never c im | 
= ſuch ES : Bur becauſe;that be and pur” 195 n 7 
him would according #0 that new /ight, which they had reccis 
ved, cndeayour to {et up aReformation (all which was yet 
no other thena clearer, and fuller Declaration of what the 
Scriptures did hold forth). above and. beyond the light and 
* wands ing of theſe men, who were no other, the 
Divine Prechyterie of thoſe times, therefore received they ſuch 
hard meaſure fromthem, and ſuffered as Blaſphemers and He. 
reticks under them, and by their cenſure z We have 4 law, and . 
by this Lav, he on Mio 8 10KL4T; Pilate ( the fi- 
pream Magiſtrate) was-no other but their Exeoxtioner then, - 
asthe Civill powers have been in all Generations ſince to this 
fort of men, who under a pretence of holineſſe , have daily 


* 


 embrewedtheir hands in innocent- blood. . 
EET end, there are ſome Texts of Scri 


| | nant to what hath been 


which 
and would 


_ 


— et I IiSonmos wo 
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|. - That in Ti4.3.10, Him that is an Heretick, after the firſt and ObjeB. 
ſecond admonition, rejeR; this Text placeth a power ſome- 
where, both of judging Herericks, and proceeding againſt 


. Janſwer, True it is in the Primitive and A lical Chur- 
.ches; among] the reſt of thoſe gifts, which were powred 
forth by Jeſus Chriſt upon the Saints, this was one, 4/cer inp 
of ſpiries,1 Cor. 12.10, but this gift amongſt others in the Apo- 
ſtacy, and falling away of the Churches (which was foretold 
the Apoſtle, 2 The/.2.3. and 1 eh. 4.3. where the holy 
Choſt faith expreſly, chat inſtead of the Spirit of Chriſt, che 
ſpirit.of Antichriſt ſhould come, and was already ) was loſt ; 
and becauſe of rhe want hereof, the Saints, whom God hath 
ſtirred upto bear witneſle co the truth in their ſeverall Ages, 


+" everſince have unrighteoully ſuffered, been perſecuted and pur 


to death, under this notion and name of Hereticks. 

;. Secondly, In caſe ſome Hereſies may be ſo grofle, that even 
to this day, he that runs may read, and the yaints accordin 
tothat ſmall meaſure of the ſpirit, which they have race 
might judge them fo to be ; yet this text belongs to the (hurch 
4 their portion, and wer to the, civil Magiſtrate, as a Magi- 
ſtrate; and what cenſure or puniſhment ſoever this rejeRion 


| was, it wasto be executed by the Ecclefiaſticall, and not by 


the Civill power ; ſo- that to apply ſuch texts aSthis to the 
power of che Magiſtrate, is one of the moſt grofle, and pal. 


: .Pable rings of Scripture that.can be, and yer isto0 com. 


mot neſt the Gentlemen of the F#@ Divinum Tribe 
intheir diſcourſes, printed, and unprinted, as I my ſelf nor 
(before the Houſe of Commons at a Publique Falt 


heard that of Rev, 2.20. Becauſe thou [uffereſt that woman 


Izabel,cic. which was written to the of the Church of 
Thyatira, cither or wilfull ledge to Juſtific their 


power (viz. the Magiſtrates) in ſpiricuall things, by which 
this power among them, yer can it not be lawfull for them 


take a ſcantling 0 gift among them. 
» Suppoſing With this gift of diſcerning,and 


men who hold Herefies (nor indeed can 


to proceed againſt 
they de properly ſo called) unleſſe they have xdnonlodged, 


: 


Anſw. 


ObjetT. 


Anſ[w. 
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"and profeſe the contrary thereunto before, and ſo: have de. | | | 


parted from: that truth , which in their Communion they 
maintained ; which appears from- this next verſe, to that we 
have in hand, Tir. 3.11. where the Apoltle faith, that aHefe- 
tick isfelf condemned ; aultxaTa%pirk $4. that lighe which he 
had formerlyreceived,dothnow judge him & condemn himias 
it was in Twin the Apoſtat, who was forced to confeſle at taſt 
virifti Galilee : 1 conceive men, who never- made any more 
profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion, then what they have been 
paſſive in from their forced Baptiſme, and education, having 
at no time attainedroany thing, which hath been ſo.much as 
like a New birth, or change in them, and ſo were never reck- 
oned, or eſteemed by Saints among the number of Saints, or 
admitted into their fellowſhip, or communion ; ſuch men 
(whar Tenets, or Errours ſoever they take up) are rather to 
be accounted prophane perſons, or eMAtheifts , then Hevericks: 
As it were improperto call either a Jew, or Turk a Heretick 
in Scriprure-/enſe , though they deny Chriſt ro be the Son of 
God : which 1 confirm from that place of 2 Pet-2,1. whete 
the Apoſtle mentioning falſe Teachers, ' which '(hould beiti 
in damoable Herefies; he faith, they were fuch as did 'deny-rhe 
Lord that bought thews, 3:8. though their © onſaences had/t& 
ceived ſuch Convictions from the ſpirit that 7e/us chro wis 
the Lord and Saviour of the world, and ſo had givers them 
ſelves up.to him as ſuch, yet they afterward brought inthoſt 
Poctrines which denied thigagain, ol ROT 
The next place ObjeRted,is Row. 13.4. where the Magiſtrate 
is faid ro be a Miniſter of God for wrath/ upon him that doth 
evil. Now if you adde to-thi, Gal.y. 10, it appears that Hes 
refie is anevil work, being there reckoned among; rhe deeds 
of the fleſh, and fo puniſhable by the civilf power, = 114-v 

Theſe places thus united, I ſoppoſe, To-enforce the Objedt- 
on, and make « ſtronger then {i have yer any where mer with 
ir. But I anſwer, there are in rhe ſame, Gol 5.30;27, ſeveral 
other works of the feſh numbred up together with Herehes, 
which yer I conceive, the Civitl power catinor poſſibly take 
cognifance of , us harred, enmalations, envyinigs, and the Ca 

rſt che'One, 


- 


againſt 
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{ aint the Other, no more agaioſt Hereſie, then againſt ha- 
ted, emulation, and envy, ity 
Secondly, for that place of the Romances, it was a Scriptare 2, 
waittet: £©O-the C briftrans, living wider brathen May ftrates ; 
theſe ſurely had no-cognizance bf the ſeverall eontroverſies, 
or.opinions, which might fall in anvong ſt the Cbriſtiens,in the 
| » of their Religeon, which the Heathens ſo much ha- 
reds and therefore Hereſie cannor fall under thepower of the 
ſwords there mentioned ; and if-fo, letall mem judge. how! 
| _ prone theſe men apply the word ; and whether: 
ths begor 2 wringing of the Scripcure like a noſe of wax and 
a perverting of it to their own, and other mens deſtraction t- 
lbould have ſpoken-more fully tochis point; but chat I finde 
yfelfprevented by Mr. {obn Goodwin, in his late bookcalled: 
onaltex, from peg $8, to pari66; A. piece worthy the 
ſight iof ſuch ten, who enquire after Truth. | 
Onegreat queſtion ryer remains, to which -1 fhall ſpeak a. 
word or wo, and ſo end. | 2 
»9::If Hereſic & $chifmi be of ſich a doubtful! nature, and! 
ſohard to be fourd-our ;if Herericks and Schilmaricks prove 
tobefach, whom we leaſt ſiſpeted ; if that gift of diſtern- 
idg,whereby they ſhould be known, be loſt in the Apoſtacy 
ke Churches ; it the impoſing our own fallible thoughts, 
andexpoſirions upon-the canſriences of ;other men be Angi- 
chaſbanifine ; and aſerting-up of -the mai of for; what ſhall 2 The” 
be done-.ih.regard of - our Solemn League and- Covenant, * + 
wherelly: we are engaged ro endeavour the extirpation- of 
Hereſm:arid Schijwre , and ro bring the Churches inthe three. 


aan &c:? vo: 

»Ofvc 1fay; comerniny the Covenant, m refcrenceto the 
bans, aocherfoatcines ſpake of ghe :©hwrch,” in res Smett. 
ference to the Prelates, they dazle the eyes, and aftoniſh-the. SER. b7. 
lenſes of poor people, with the glorious name of the Tove- 

*2-; This is the Gorgens:beag, that hath enchanted them, 

andheld chem in bondage to their PrecbyterianiErrours; All. 

their pcect-is of the Covevany, the Covenant, negleRing in 
the-meantime , God andthe Scrip'wrer. 1t matters not for 0- 

ther things in the Covenant,as you may ſec in the next anſiver, 


ſo 


Toh. 4. 2 - 
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ſo as men'will but walk according to the ſame (in their inter: 
pretation) in an outward uniformity of Religion, and in a vj-/ 


ſible form of Church Government, and worſhip, then which 


nothing cani be more againſt the power of godlineſſe, whichicon. 


fiſts in an inviſible, and internall breathing, Jann working, 
and ang of the ſoul toward God, for God « & ſpirit,aud they 
that” Worſhip him, neuft worſhip him in ſpirit andis truth: Al 


outward Forms bar rat , do but ordinarily, and com 
breed Atheiſme and bypocrifie : It were well therefore that 


the Civill powers would becarefull, how they engage car- 


nall- men in Religious Covenants, and about ſpiricuall 
things. 

Lnferoe ſeem very zealous for extirpation of that which 
is neither i exr cogniz.ouce or power, and for prophaneſſe, 
and ſuch things as are againſt the powerof godlines which is 
the [ame clauſe we covenant againſt,and againit which the laws 
of God and men are in force; and which are certainly and un- 
doubtedlyin the cognizance of the civill power,and for which 
he muſt give an account to'God;' how doth every one'cry 
out upon the negle of theſe? whoſe eyes, and ears are' not 
full of the Reelings, Railings, Belchings, Vomitings, Swear- 


ings Curlings, Lyings, Stealings, Brawlings, and Fightings of 


Drunkards, Liars, Adulterers, Whoors,Prophane,Graceleſſe, 
Godleſſe perſons? and yet theſe are altogether, or in a great 
meaſure unpuniſhed, due execution of Laws againſt theſe Were 
4 right Reformation indeed, acceptable to God, and all good 
men : Sin, open, groſle, palpable ſin, doth fo abound every 
where, that no juſt man can walk up and down, without vex- 
ing his righteous ſoul, for the unclean converſation of the wic- 
ked ; Remember who thoſe men are (reproved by our Savi- 
our, Matrh. 23.24) that thus ſtrain ar a gnat, and ſwalle 
a camel. 

I anſwer, That weare in our ſeverall places and calling, to 
endeavour againſt theſe, (in like manner Arr.2.) now God 
calls us out againſt theſe men, (in caſe we could diſcern them 
infallibly) not with a ſword of. ſteel, but the ſWord of the ſpi- 
rit, the Word of God, which is mighty through God,to convince 
ain-ſayers, and the fervant of the Lord mult ſtrive no 0 


wiſe 


Cr. 


_— 
- 
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F wiſc then thus, as T ſhewed before 


| ; If menwill but truly and 
faichfully(as they have opportunity, )hold forththat light they 
have,to others, to turn them from their errours, and in other 
things walk as Chriſtians; I, dare ay, theyhave done all that 


- God requires of them in this cafe, ſo as'they may boldly look 


God.a the face,at the great day of appearing : and the Cove- 
nant (Sano ſerſn) can have no other interpretation then this, 


To ſhue up all, T doubt not, but 1 haveat leaſt wiſe opened Concluſ. 


a way to let intruth amongſt us as concerning this particular, 
and to engage others, who may havea greater portion; both 
of time and ſtrength to vindicate,& maintain what hath been 
aſſerted; and if theſe things which are written, be not yer con« 


_ vincingly ſatisfaRtory to each ingenuous, and non-pre-enga. 


ged Reader ; Let there be for all parties, Independents, Brow- 


wiſts, Anabaptiſt, an equall liberty, of Debate, Conference, 


Diſcourſe, and Preſſe with the Presbyteriany, if each of them 
be not able to prove from Scriptare, their oWn' Way and pra- 
Bliſe to come neerer $0 thit pattern of Truth, then the Pretbyte- 
rien, (though I ſuppoſe none of them to be exaRtly according 


to the Rulezfor its reſerved for the glory of the new lernſalem Reyi21,25 


tohav& nothing that defiles, or isa lie roenter into it) I am 
confident they will deſire no Toleration ;' and if they do, then 


you muſt neceſſarily conclude with me, it is moſt equall, & that 


the Prerbyterians arc the greateſt Hereticks (as being in the 
choice of their opinions finher off from the truth of Scripture 
then the reſt)8& the greateſt Schi/maticks(as praftiſing accord- | 
ingto thoſe opinions) that are at this day 1n this Nation, 


A Queſtion for 4 Kingdom 10 Anſwer, 
' A Kingdom hath three parties into which is is 
 < A divided, and theſe three are diſtinguiſhed by 

three notions, Prelaticall, Presbyteriall, Tdependent, 
two of theſe grew into one, againſt the other one 
Party , which. was more great and conſiderable 
then theſ: two, and-overcame it ; And then. theſe 
ewo,that(as one)overcame the third,refolve back in, 
co wo again: And one of theſe rwo endea- 
voir now to overcome the other : Upon this, 
ter ic be conſidered, whether that one party, which 
was. at firſt, overcome by two in one: ( Naw 
fince one of thele twoare Fo or Ag lupprefing 
the other, that made one with it) Be not likely tg 
be the overcomer, and prevailing party over both 


theſe? 
| A lon for a Church to Anſwer. 
A National Church was once Nepprand ſeeks 
for extirpatiou, and ſuppreſhon of a few rhat 
were called Hereticks, and Schaſmaticks , and vow- 
{onforwiſts rout, by Imprifonments,, Baniſhments, 
&c. and yet theſe few, and inconfiderable Party;im- 
creaſes, and prevails againft all this power,and Na 
tionall Government. | 
Vpon "this, let it be confidered , Whe- 
ther a new Nationall Government, armed with 
a lixe power, and proceeding againſt a far more nu- 
merous party,called Hereticks, Schiſma icks, and non- 
( onformiſts £0 it;be able to extinguiſh theſe, uponthe 
experience, of the inſufficiency, & unſuccesfulneſle, 
and weakneſle of the ſame power, and force, exer- 
ciſed to the ſame end, and deſigne as before. 
"4-1 Þ $a 


Rzever. 16. 


Becanſe thou art luke-warme, and neither cold wor hot, 
1 will ſpew thee out of my mouth. 


Verſe 17. 


Thiw ſayeſt 1 am rich, and increaſed with goods, and 
have need of nothing : and knoweft not that thou 
at wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blinat, 
and naked. 


